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Before you sign... 

WHAT IS THE UNIVERSITY DIGITAL CONSERVANCY? 

The University Digital Conservancy is a program that provides reliable long-term open 
access, broad dissemination, and preservation for works produced by individuals and 
programs affiliated with the University of Minnesota. Materials in the Conservancy are freely 
available online to the world.  

The Conservancy is not related to or affiliated with ProQuest – it is a separate “location” for 
your work, permanently hosted and preserved by the University of Minnesota Libraries. 
Works contributed to the Conservancy serve as a permanent University of Minnesota 
record of your scholarship.  

In the Conservancy, your work will be: 
• preserved for the long-term, with a permanent, stable URL
• more visible and findable, with higher-ranked results in search engines like Google

Scholar
• freely and openly accessible worldwide

WHAT ABOUT COPYRIGHT? 

You own the copyrights in your work, and contributing your work to the Conservancy does 
not change its copyright status. When you agree to have your dissertation deposited in the 
Conservancy, you grant the University non-exclusive rights necessary in order for us to store 
your work, preserve it, and make it available to the public. Your work will be protected by U.S. 
copyright law to the same extent it would be if  the user checked out your print dissertation 
from the library.    

(see reverse for Deposit Agreement)
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